HOW THE U.S. SUPREME COURT WORKS: WORKSHEET   
Fill in the Blank: Complete the following sentences with the correct word or phrase.   
1. At the top of the judicial branch is the _______________   ________________.     
2. The number of Justices that serve on the Supreme Court is _______________
3. To appeal a case to the Supreme Court, one must submit a ________________  _______________.     
4. To reach a final decision on a case, ________________ of the Justices must agree to either uphold or overturn the lower court’s ruling.       
5. Most of the cases that the Supreme Court hears have already received a ruling from a lower court. This means that the Supreme Court has ________________  ________________ over all courts.     
6. Know the difference between a majority, a concurring, and a dissenting opinion.
- A “________________ opinion” is a judicial opinion that is joined by more than half the judges deciding a case.     
- If a justice agrees with the majority holding (and voted with the majority) but for different legal reasons, they can write a “________________ opinion”  
- If a justice disagrees with the holding of the majority (and didn’t vote with the majority), they can write a “________________ opinion”.      
7. Another word for a court’s ruling or decision = a ________________
An explanation of the fundamental reasons or basis for something = a ________________

Short Answer: Fully answer the following questions in a few sentences.   
8. Why is it important that Justices have lifetime tenure? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
9. What’s the Rule of Four?   
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
10. Give an example of a case in which the Supreme Court has original jurisdiction. Defend   your answer.
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _GoBack]
11. What happens after the Supreme Court grants certiorari?  
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

 12. How can parties not directly involved in a case influence the Supreme Court’s decision?        
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
13. Why do you think the Supreme Court reviews so few (percentage-wise) of the cases it receives? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
14. The decisions of the Supreme Court have a tremendous impact on society at large. Explain and give a concrete example.
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

15. What is the current political makeup of the US Supreme Court? Why is it important? (not in the text)

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
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