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CASE BRIEF FORMAT
1. Identification
→ the name of the case 
→ the Court that rendered the decision
→ the year of the decision
Franks v. Delaware, Supreme Court of the United States, 1978, 438 U.S. 154, 98 S. Ct. 2674, 57 L. ed. 667 is an example. 

2. Facts of the case
· State the facts of the case in your own words.

· Briefly describe what happened that led to the parties being in Court. In order to be brief, you will need to decide which facts are legally relevant and which are not. Leave out unimportant dates and disputed evidence. 

· Think about who, what, and how. Who did something, what did he or she do, and how did he or she end up in Court over it? 

· Always identify the plaintiff and the defendant in the case. Never simply refer to the parties as “plaintiff” and “defendant” without indicating which party is the plaintiff and which is the defendant. Sometimes a court will refer to parties as appellant/appellee or petitioner/respondent. Make sure you figure out who’s the plaintiff and who’s the defendant.

3. Procedural History
· How did the case get to the US Supreme Court? Which Court decided what? Determine which party appealed the ruling.
· At minimum, you should be able to answer the following two questions:
· Who is appealing on what issues?
· What happened in the lower court?
4. Issue 
What is the Constitutional question/the question of law?
The point of law around which the case revolves or the legal issue(s) it raises should be identified. An issue is often stated in the form of a question that can be answered by yes or no, or in the form of an indirect question beginning with whether ("The question before us is whether..."/ "This case was brought before us to decide whether..")
5. Holding (= the Court’s decision, the applied rule of law) 

In this section, separately answer each question in the issues section. For quick reference, first state the answer in a word or two, such as "yes" or "no." Then in a sentence or two, state the legal principle on which the court relied to reach that answer (the "holding").

6. Reasoning/Rationale (= the Court’s reasons)

This is the court’s analysis of the issues and the heart of the case brief. Reasoning is the way in which the court applied the rules/legal principles to the particular facts in the case to reach its decision.
This may be the most difficult part of writing a case brief as the reasoning in the court’s opinion will often go “back and forth” and refer to other cases throughout making it a bit laborious to cut through all of the dicta. It is your job to distill the reasoning down to a summary that fully explains the court’s decision, but in short form. This section should be about a paragraph long and in your own words. However, you may very well find it necessary to quote the court which is perfectly appropriate as long as it is placed in quotes and you express an understanding of the reasoning in your own words.

7. Concurring and Dissenting Opinion(s)
A judge who hears a case may not agree with the majority’s decision and will write a separate dissenting opinion.
Another judge may agree with the decision but not with the majority’s reasoning and will write a separate concurring opinion. 
Note the concurring/dissenting judge(s)’ reasons for refusing to join in the majority opinion.

8. Your Thoughts and Observations 
 Additional Comments  
 Impact of the Court’s decision on society
 Personal Impressions
Include a few sentences at the end of your brief describing what surprised, 
confused, or intrigued you about the case that you read. Anything you like? Dislike? Do not accept the court’s opinion blindly. Is it sound? Is it contradictory? What are the political, economic or social impacts of this decision? Etc …
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