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l) Icottos BEcorltrSxDÂlrox

thaÈ the propoaed cultural properÈy be lncluded oa the llorldEerltage Ll.st on thc baal.s of crlterla r, rr, rrr, rv and vr.

c) JUSlIsICATIOX

Tradltloaally known to the chl.oege as the rrloog lfall of Teu
thousaod Llfr, the stretch of forrnldable defeagive strucÈuresbullt Èo ward off lavaslon of the Celestlal Ernplre by barbartans
Le troat oftea called the,Great tJall, or the ttùall oL chlua, by
Europeans.

The prlnclple of these ertraordlaary fortlfLcatloaa goes back tothe chulllu perl.od (722-481 B.c. ) and ro rhe ïarrlag sÈareaperlod (453-221 B.c.), so-called because of the loa! Btruggle
auong aeven rlval dyoaatles for aupreue porer. The cooStructlonof certaln walls can be erplalned by these feudal confllcts, suchaa the oae butlt by Èhe l{el ln 408 B.g. to defend tbelr kingdonagalast the Qln. Ita ve8tlgea, coaaerved 1n the cetrtre of Chlaa,
aotedate by uaay yearÊ the ralle that the Klngdoue of, Qla, zhao
and Yaa erected agaiast the northertr barbartane around 300 B.C.

Beglnnlng 1n 22o 8.c., Qla shl Euang, rhe founder of the Euplreof the Ten Thousand Generatl.ona, uadertook to reatore and liak upthe sepârate sectlons of the Great I{a1l whtch had been butlt lnthe 3rd ceûtürÿ B.c.r or perhaps evê! earllerr and shlehstretched from the regloa of thê ordos to lleachurla.
lorarda the rest, he had Èhe fortlflcatlone extended 1n thevalley of the Euanghe all the rray to Laazhou. thus see the firat
coheeLve defense systen of whieh slgnlfl.cant veatlgea stlll
reualn, coupleÈed, ehortly before the ecceael.on of the Ean
dynaaty,(206 B.C.). Durlng thelr relgn the ereeÈ Wal1 ïas
ertended evea further, aad uader the erperor ltudl (140-87 B.c.)
lt apanned approxluately 6r000 kus betwean Dunhuang iu the regt
to Bohal Sea tn the east. The daager of lacurelon along northern
chlnese border by the federated trlbea of llongols, Turke and
Tunguz of the Enplre of the Xloagnu, Ëhe ftrst enpl,re of the

ICOMOS . Hôtcl §ainÈAignan. 75, nrc du Templc. 75m3 paris. Tët 42.7? .35.76. TELE)( 24091g IRACE F Rcf. 6 t7



§teppes, made a defense pollcy more necesaâry than êvêEr
Alternatlng nllltary aetlons wtÈh intenstve dlplocaüie efforte,
thls pollcy enteLled uasslve relocation of Chl.nese peoples !ÿithl.a
the frontler zone. In 102 8.C., there were 180r000 peasaût
soldlers 1n the Itcommaud postsrt of Gansu.

Àfter the downfall of the Ean dynasty (22O A.D.), Èhe Great l{aLl
entered lts medLeval phase. Constructton and maLntenence work
trere halted r only occâa1ona1ly betng reeommenced. [Inder ühe
Northern !{e1, for exaaple, a 1r000-kn sectlon of wal1 wae bullt
ln 423i thls was added to la Èhe 6th century, buÈ work was
suspeoded durlng the Tang perlod (6I8-907). Chlua ar that tlme
enJoyed such great nllltary poser that the need for a defenge
pollcy ras no t.oager felÈ.
It !ÿas the lttng emperor§ (1368-f 644) rho, af rer rhe loog per{od
of confll.ct whlch ended slth the expulslon of the üoagols,
revlved the tradttlon begun by Qla shl Euaag. Durlng the l{ing
dynasty' 5r650 krna of creuelated wall rere bullt. The atoûeg uaed
were lneredlbly well rnatched, and the walI rrea fortlfled by
25r000 totrers and protected by 15r000 outposta. To defeod the
trorthern frontler, the I{aIl waa dtvtded lato nlne zhen, rhich
tÿere nllttary dlstrlcts rather thau eLopl.e garrtso;'Ë.-Â,t
strateglc polats , forÈres3e§ werê butlt to defead the toïns(e.S. Jtaehanllng for Peklng), passes or fords. The passagerâys
runnlng along the top of the rall made lt pocatble to move troopg
raptdly and, Ln peace ÊLne, for luperl.al couriera Èo travel. rso
synbollc moaumeEta stlll proudly'stand at el,ther ead of thê waIl.
These are the ttFlrst Door under Beavea" at Shauhalguan, located
at the wal1rs eastera end, and the rtl,ast Door under Eeavenrr at
Jlayuguan, whlch, as part of the fortress entlrely restored after
L949, uarks LÈB northweetern ênd.

llavtng been presented wlth a noulnaÈloa coneernlog one of
huuankl.ndrs moat strlktng cultural propertler, rcollos can onlyglve a wholeheartedly favorable oplnlon, rhile ûoül.ng thât the
Great Wall sât1§fr.es crtÈerla I, II, III, IV and VI.

crltarl.on r. The GreaÈ lfall of. the lllng le, not only becauae
of-ffi-ËîHlfoue characrer of rhe uaderta[,tng buÈ also rhe
perfectloa of lts cooStructloar IrD abeolute masterpl.êcêo the only
ryork butlt by human haude on this planet that eaa be Been fron
Èhe moorr, the llall conaùltutesr on the vast ecale of a coutlnent,
a perfect example of archltecture tntegrated lnto the landecape.

crl.tetlon rI. Ilurlng the chunqlu perlod, the chlneee tupoeed
thA?T;ÏGT;îf conetructloo and 

-orgiatzation of spaee in
bulldlng the defenee rorke aloag Ëhe aorthern frontler. The
spread of Slnlclsm ras acc€rrtuated by the populatlon traasfere
necessttated by the Great l{all.

Grlterl.oa III. that the Breat wallE bear eaceptlonal testlnouy
toÏtre,TiffivalÏffitlons of ancleat Chlaa ls l.lluatrited as nuch by



the tauped-earth sectLoas of fortLflcatlons datlng frou theI{estera Ean that erê conserved ln the Gansu provlnce aa by theadnl.rable and unlversally acclalmed Dasonry àr the Mlng perlod.
Grlterloo ÎY. Thls complex and dlachronlc cultural property isanffiiÏ[andunlqueexaup1eofan11l'taryarchl.tectura1

eusemble rhlch served a elngle strateglc porpoie for 2000 yeara,but whose conatructlon hlstory lllustiatee succesglve advances lndefenee technlques aad adaptatloa to changlng polltl.eaI coat,ext§.

trlterion Yr. The Great I{al1 hae aa lncouparable eyubollest[îTffiËîIn the hlstory of chlna. rts purpose sas Eo prorecr
chl.na frou outelde aggresslon, but aleo to preaerve its cùlturefrom the customa of foreLgn barbarlans. Beeause 1ts conatructlontnplled sufferlng, it {s onê of the esaeatlal refereacea in
chl.nese llterature, belng f ound ln works tl,ke the ,sordier I sBalladrf of Tchten tl.n (c. 2OO A.D. ) or the poems of Iu Fu (ILZ-
770) and the popular novels of the Ètlng pertod.
Havlng underscored the outstandlag quallty of a cultural propertyexceptlonal by lts slgniflcance, lts functioa, Lte foru ana ttselze, ICOI{OS should 1lke to expresa a fer couueats purely on foruconcernlng the noul,oatLon.

It Ls obvl'ously Dot posslble to guarertee the Lntegral protectl.on
of, thê 50ro00 kns of aociear walra preeerved la chlna (ltrsfLgure lacludes the fortlflcatlons of the lnner klagdons), troreven the aore 61000 kua of great nalls erectêd ia the north,approxLuately half of, whlch subaist aatertally.
It ls, horever, lndlspeneable for the world Eàrltege Counl.ttee Èoaacertaln whether the goyeruuert of the peoplers Ràpub1lc ofChlua envl'sâgêsr â8 tt would seem, maklug a global il"""tflcatlonof the Grear l{all orr on the coatrary, aèttnlttng opeclflcrepresentatl.ve sections, accordtng to prlacipal terioae ofcongtructlon oT prlnclpal regioas crossed (dàseri plateaue,oounteiûa, valleya, etc.), or the dlfferent types àr assoclatedfortlficatlons (fortres§es, garrlsons, torttriàa gates, bastlona,terraees, watch torer§, etc.). rn tbe abseace of theee§peclflcatlons, the preserÈ proposal oaÿ, 1n fact, be takan Lnvarloue rey8. Thts w111 laevitably brlng about coaflicte in theshort teril aÊ to the deftaltton of the property aod Lo the uedLumterm âs to the role the lnternatlonal conmuntty nlght plaÿ lncooperatlon wlth rhe Peoplets Republic of chlaa concerntni thestudy and conservatlou of Èhe Great llall,
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