PAIR OF PANTS (AUDIO / VIDEO)

1. AUDIOCLIP (“the Gate of the Orient”)
Do your best to complete the script. Then, check your choices with the video’s subtitles.

0:00 What if I told you there's a building in China that ………………………………? 
0:07 Yes you heard that right. Welcome to the gate of the Orient, ……………………………….
0:14 But what's the story behind this architectural marvel? 
Why does it look the way it does and ………………………………?
0:23 Stick around, because today we're taking a deep dive into the fascinating world of the Gate of the Orient, a building that ……………………………….
0:33 Located in the heart of Suzhou Jangu Province, ………………………………
0:39………………………………, this skyscraper dominates the city's skyline. 
0:48 But it's not just its height that ………………………………. It's its unique design. 
0:53 The building is shaped like a massive gate symbolizing Suzhou’s role as ……………………………….
0:58 Its sleek futuristic Arch is a bold statement ……………………………… 
1:07 But here's where it gets interesting. While the architects intended it to ………………………………, not everyone sees it that way.
1:14 Some people joke that it looks like a pair of giant pants whether ……………………………….
1:19 There's no denying that the Gate of the Orient ………………………………. 
Its unconventional design has made it a global icon, ……………………………… .
1:30 Beyond its striking appearance the Gate of the Orient is a testament to Suzhou’s rapid growth,  ……………………………… for its beautiful canals and classical Gardens.
1:41 Suzhou is a city that ……………………………… . 
The Gate of the Orient is a perfect example of this. It stands as ……………………………… , bridging the gap between its ancient past and its dynamic future.  
But let's take a closer look at its design. 
2:01 The Gate of the Orient was created by the British architectural firm RMJM, ……………………………… . 
2:08 The building's Arch is not just for show. It's a functional space that ………………………………  
2:16 At night the building lights up, creating a stunning visual spectacle that …………………………… 
2:23 Interestingly the Gate of the Orient isn't just a symbol of modernity. ……………………………… 
2:31 The city is famous for its classical Gardens which ………………………………. 
2:36 These Gardens are designed to harmonize with nature and the Gate of the Orient in its own way continues this tradition by ……………………………… .
2:48 The Gate of the Orient  ……………………………… . It's a symbol of Suzhu’s identity. 
2:52 It represents a city that ……………………………… while boldly stepping into the future. 
2:57 Whether ……………………………… or something entirely different, one thing is clear : the skyscraper has left an indelible mark on the world of architecture.
3:06 It challenges us to think differently, to embrace creativity, and to …………………………… .[footnoteRef:0] [0:  https://youtu.be/CWADeNTR1Vw?si=kmX5Po5eDQS1tyT1
] 






 
2. Explain what these phrases mean (or translate them) :

Suzhou bridges the gap between its ancient past and its dynamic future : 
Suzhou honors its past while boldly stepping into the future : 
The Gate of the Orient blends tradition with modernity : 
It is a nod to Suzhou’s cultural heritage : 
the Gate of the Orient challenges conventional buildings : 
Whether you like it or not, the Gate of the Orient has become one of the world's
most incredible landmarks : 
At night the building lights up, creating a stunning visual spectacle : 

3. More controversial skyscrapers : the City of London.

3A. Audioclip : the London skyline (translate the words in italics first)

Rob: Hello, I’m Rob. Welcome to 6 Minute English. I’m joined today by Neil. 
Neil: Hi there Rob. Yes, I'm Neil. 
Rob: Now Neil, tell me, when you think of _________ – the very tall, thin buildings – which cities do you think of? 
Neil: Oh, well, probably ___________, ________, and perhaps _________... 
Rob: Well, London is also the home to a growing number of ________ – with nicknames like the __________, the Walkie Talkie and the Cheese Grater – but not everyone likes them… Do you like them, Neil? 
Neil: Well, I like the nicknames – I think they're very fun. And actually, I quite like the buildings too – they're quirky – which means _______, __________,  in a nice way. 
Rob: Yeah, I agree. But, today we'll be talking about why many people are unhappy about these new __________, and learning some language about towns and buildings. But first… 
Neil: But first, a question, Rob. 
Rob: Oh yes, of course! For many years, the ________ building in London was St Paul's __________. But when was it built? Was it completed in: 
a) 1508      b) 1608     c) 1708 ?
Neil: Well, I think… I think that it was ________. 
Rob: Well, we'll find out if you're right, or wrong, at the end of the programme… Well, let's start our discussion with that very building – St Paul's _________ in central London. 
Neil: We're going to hear from BBC reporter Jonathan Savage. Which adjective does he use to describe the ______ of St Paul's, and which word does he use to say that it now seems much _________ than the ________ nearby?
BBC reporter, Jonathan Savage: 
“This is St Paul's __________ in central London. It's a modest _______ metres high, but for nearly _______ years it was the tallest building in this city. Now, it is dwarfed by nearby _________, many of which have sprung up in just the last few years. They've got irreverently British nicknames like _______, the Cheese Grater and the Walkie Talkie.” 
Neil: So, we heard those three __________ again – but what about St Paul's? He said it was a modest ________ metres high. Modest here means not large in size or amount – it means it's only _______ metres. 
Rob: That was the adjective. And the other word we asked you to listen out for was dwarfed. St Paul's is dwarfed by the nearby __________. If something dwarfs another thing, it makes it seem _________ in comparison. 
Neil: Yes, and this has happened recently. He says the new buildings have sprung up in the last few years. When he says they've sprung up, he means they've suddenly __________ – and it's often used to talk about buildings. 
Rob: And he also used a great word to talk about those nicknames – he said they were irreverently British nicknames – if something is irreverent, it doesn't show the _________ you might expect for official things, and often treats serious subjects in quite a _________, jokey way. 
Neil: By calling them irreverently British, he suggests that being irreverent is quite typically British! Now, Rob, you're quite typically British but are you irreverent? 
Rob: I think I am. I joke about everything! But, whether these nicknames are respectful or not, as I mentioned, many people are not happy with these tall new ________. What reasons does Jonathan Savage give? 
BBC reporter, Jonathan Savage: 
They are not universally _________. Some say they obstruct sightlines of old-fashioned landmarks like this one; that they threaten London's cultural _________; that they're just plain ________. A group of high-profile Londoners, politicians, artisans and academics are now campaigning to __________ this incoming tide. They say more than 200 more __________ are being thoughtlessly thrown up across London. 
Rob: OK, so, what were their reasons? They said they obstruct sightlines – they _________ the views of some older landmarks. 
Neil: They also threaten London's cultural identity – and some think they're just plain ugly. Using the word 'plain' in this context emphasises the adjective that follows. Just plain ugly – means: ________ ugly. 
Rob: Indeed, well that's the opinion of this group, but not of all Londoners. Nonetheless, they're working to halt – or to stop – the incoming tide of new skyscrapers. An incoming tide is the _______ of the sea that happens every day, which makes it come further into the land. A strong image – and a lovely idiom to use when something is happening more and more.
Neil: Yes, earlier we heard the phrasal verb 'spring up'. Which similar phrasal verb was used by the reporter? 
BBC reporter, Jonathan Savage: 
They say more than 200 __________ are being thoughtlessly thrown up across London. 
Rob: Thrown up. If something is thrown up, it's made ________ and without a lot of _________. 
Neil: But be careful – to 'throw up' also has a different meaning – which is to _________ or be ________! Rob, have you got a head for heights? 
Rob: I've certainly got a head for heights and it doesn't make me _____ being up high. 
Neil: Well, in that case you are unlikely to throw up from the top of one of these buildings! 
Rob: Indeed, well, back to the ground level to answer today's question! Earlier I asked you when St Paul's ___________ was finished. Was it in 1508, 1608 or 1708? 
Neil: And I said __________. 
Rob: OK. And you were right. They actually started building it back in __________. 
Neil: Ah yes, not too long after the Great _______ of London in ________, which is why they had to _________ it. 
Rob: Thank you Neil, and thank you everyone for listening. Do join us again next time for more 6 Minute English. Bye. 
Neil: Goodbye.
From 6 minute English – London Life 
http://http-ws.bbc.co.uk.edgesuite.net/mp3/learningenglish/2014/09/140918_6min_london_skyline_for_web_140918_6min_london_skyline_audio_au_bb.mp3

3B. QUESTIONS 

Which London building was the highest before skyscrapers appeared? 

What is the size of this building?

When was it built, and why? 

How can you explain that many skyscrapers are springing up in Central London?

Why are they controversial? 

3C. Use some of these phrasal verbs to complete the sentences 
add up to (=represent a total sum of, correspond to) / bag out (= criticise) / boil down to (=result in, correspond to) / get away with (=escape punishment for) / lash out (=spend lots of money) /melt down (=fuse completely) / put up (=increase) / put up with (=tolerate, accept) / rub out (=eliminate) /set up (=install, create) / shell out (=spend too much money on) / show off (=pose, be admired) / send back (=emit) / spring up / throw up / throw out (= refuse a request) 

source : https://www.languageforlife.es/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Complete-PV-list.pdf

Since the 2000s, many high-rise buildings have been ……….. across Central London. 

As a result, quite a lot of huge skyscrapers have …………. in the City. 

Many Londoners …………….. the “Shard” and the “Cheesegrater” for being bizarre, ugly buildings. 

Some of them say that these skyscrapers have ………….. St Paul’s Cathedral from the London skyline.

The “Walkie-Talkie”’s curved facade had a very strange impact on the cars that were parked nearby. It …………….. so much light from the Sun that dashboards …………………. !   

To solve the problem, the Walkie Talkie’s glass panels were ……………….. with a tinted coating, which …………….. the total cost of the construction.

Why do big multinational companies ………………. millions of pounds to construct these high rise buildings? 

The official reason is that they want to ……………. their headquarters in Central London.

However, it also ……………… a status symbol. London companies want to ………………… as super-rich and powerful organisations.  

