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A. What do these words mean? 

Real estate 

A property 

To sell // purchase a house for £200,000 

The entering price 

To bid (for a property) / a bidder 

A realtor 

Prospective buyers 

On sale / on offer 

Outrageous prices 

Foreign investors 

the City 

the Conservatives 

to be pushed back to the suburbs 

the average buyer 

to soar 

a Monopoly-like market 

“a nation of home-owners” 

a mortgage 

(un)affordable prices 

An (un)sustainable growth 

 

Some help (more at wordreference.com) :  
A house, a flat, or land  

A loan on a house  

Extravagant ; sky-high 

Margaret Thatcher 

Non-British  

The property market  

The Tories / Tory policies  

To be looking for a home  

To buy an item 

To increase very quickly 

To offer a price  

To spend money on 

buying something 

A real estate agent 

To be banned from the 

inner city 

  

 

B. Comprehension 

 

B1. (From the beginning to 10:30) 

London buyers and the Central London real estate market 

 

Find out what these figures correspond to  (in report order) 

Compare your answers with your neighbours’.  

 
 Louise's £250,000 budget is getting her nowhere 
 wondering if the last £100,000 in London even exists 
 the cheapest property on our books at the moment is this property at £125,000 
 A two bed garden flat is about to sell – guide price : £280,000 
 the best thing to do is make an offering before even seeing the property, because by the time you 've seen it, if 

you leave it, say, 48 hours, it's gone ! 
 (Chinese clients) The price range is from £805,000 
 the past year the number of high-rise luxury homes under construction has doubled ; around half go to foreign 

investors 
 £8bn of Malaysian money is redeveloping Battersea Power Station, with half the first phase of 800 homes sold to 

Malaysian investors 
 in prime Central London, 85% of newly built property was sold to international buyers 
 « my budget is half a million » 
 25 years ago you could afford a place here (in Hackney) for £60,000. Today, they're worth three quarters of a 

million. 
 These simple houses have gone up, on the average, £530 every single week for a quarter of a century ! 
 Looking for a home up to £150,000, Tom thinks it's now or never if he's ever to escape a ime paying rent. 
 Even some of the studio flats can go for £150,000 to £200,000 ; this one is on offer for £125,000 
 the price is increasing on a daily basis to a full-blown £20,000 difference from a mont 
  

  

 B2. Explain what you found by reading your phrases. 1 

                                                   
1 The full script twill be displayed after. 
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  

 

 

B2. PAIRWORK – REPORT TO THE GROUP 

names : ____________________         _______________            ________________                    

 

Answer as many questions as you can. The pictures on the next page could help you.   

 

1. What has been happening to house prices in London for about 20 years? 

 

 

 

 

2. What happens every time a house is put on sale in Central London? 

 

 

 

 

What is the consequence of this situation for …… 

3. The Londoners who bought a house or a flat ten or twenty years ago? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The Londoners who want to purchase property now? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Who is responsible for this situation and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Conclusion : Do you think that London’s real estate boom is sustainable?   
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