Isle of Wight hits stormy waters


Friday, 14 February, 2003 

By James Arnold (BBC News Online business reporter)
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For many people, the Isle of Wight
TRADUIRE 

Average weekly wage / house price : 

10% lower/higher than : 

 Far higher than :

To earn : 

 GDP per head : 

GDP growth : 

Real estate :

Household revenue :  

To grow by 1 % : 

Off the coast : 

Whereas (=while ) : 

To improve : 

To be deterred from : 

To sue : 
QUESTIONS 

Where is the Isle of Wight situated? 

Is South East England important in the UK’s economy?

Compare household revenue (and individual revenue)  in the Isle of Wight and in SE England. 

Compare the real estate market in the Isle of Wight and in the rest of South East England. 

What category/ies of people live on the Isle of Wight? (see text) 
To which county (= region) does it belong? (see text) 

1. For many people, the Isle of Wight conjures up images of sepia-tinged gentility: cream teas, yachting, Queen Victoria, or - for those of a literary bent - the poet Tennyson. Apart from this cosy respectability, however, there is the increasing desperation of the island's economic predicament. Shorn of its traditional maritime industries, with a slumbering tourism sector and almost no state assistance, the Isle of Wight is one of the poorest places in England.
2. Annual economic output per head is just £8,300, two-thirds of the national average. The Hampshire mainland, by contrast, has GDP per head of almost £14,000, among the highest in the country. Average earnings on the island are around £100 per week lower than the mainland. Officially, some 3,000 of the island's 56,000 workforce are out of work; strip out the effects of government schemes and other make-work projects, and the real figure could be more like 14,000.

3. And almost one in three adults is retired, one of the highest rates in the country. The retired are not poor, says Shirley Smart, leader of the Isle of Wight Council, but they are politically unadventurous. "It is impossible to fulfil everyone's needs at the same time. People want better services, but simply aren't ready to pay for them." And while the elderly demand a disproportionate share of state services, the government is progressively moving many crucial functions off the island. Police control, value-added tax and many training services have already been moved back to the mainland; islanders are currently battling to prevent the axing of a substantial chunk of local healthcare provision. 
4. To their credit, the local authorities are not standing idle. The Southeast England Economic Development Agency has launched a new action plan that aims to bring the island back into line with its wealthy neighbours. Money is being focused on research and development, in an effort to make the island more attractive to hi-tech businesses. Policy makers are taking a hard look at squeezing more value from tourism, most of which is pitifully small-scale at present. 
5. An even harder look will be directed at the island's infrastructure. The island has the highest car density in the country, leaving its narrow roads hopelessly choked with traffic even well outside the tourist season. Ferry services from the mainland are reliable and efficient, but unsubsidised and far from cheap; Brian Bailey, who runs a coachbuilding firm in Cowes, reckons ferrying adds 12-15% to his cost of doing business. Plans to build a fixed link to the mainland - either a bridge or a tunnel - are frequently discussed, but no one can make the sums add up. 

6. Last, but not least, the local authorities cannot lay out the red carpet for investors. Two years ago, NEG Micon, a large Danish manufacturer of wind turbines, was lured to the island with some £2.5m in state aid. Julian Brown, managing director of NEG Micon, cannot praise the island too highly, but admits that the firm would probably never have moved there without aid. Now, Councillor Harry Rees, who holds the portfolio for economic development on the island, says : "all I can offer is a maximum of £75,000." The lack of further aid may force NEG Micon to look overseas. 

7. Frustratingly, many of these problems could be swept away with a stroke of a bureaucrat's pen. As the island remains administratively contained within wealthy Hampshire, its poverty has gone unnoticed in Brussels. The island's council has lobbied Westminster frenziedly for some sort of recognition of its island status, but without changing policy in London. 

8. In the meantime, its financial crisis is deepening. Although it has won a £1m rebate in the government's latest tax formula, the mere fact of separation by sea leaves the council budget £4.2m in the red before a penny has been spent. To meet the council's latest aspirations would demand a council-tax hike of 25% - political suicide in a constituency where money is tight. The logical consequence of all this, says Mr Rees, is for the council to take Westminster to the European Court of Human Rights.

VOC

1. Pictures of sepia-tinged gentility : des vieilles photos (aristocratiques ou bourgeoises) en noir et blanc 
Cosy : confortable
Predicament : ennuis, problèmes
Shorn of : privé de
Slumbering : en sommeil
2.  et 3. strip out…. : enlevez / soustrayez….
Retired : en retraite
Share : part
Moving… off : déplacer, ôter de
Axing : supprimant
A chunk of : un morceau de 
4. standing idle : rester à ne rien faire
bring the island back into line : remettre au meme niveau que
wealthy : prospère
squeezing (money) : “extraire” de l’argent, lever des fonds
small-scale : à petite échelle, réduit
5. narrow : étroit
choked with : bloqué
he reckons : il calcule que …
make the sums add up : trouver les fonds
6. to lay out the red carpet : dérouler le tapis rouge 
lured : attiré
lack of : manqué de 
overseas : à l’étranger
7. swept away with the stroke of a bureaucrat's pen : efface d’un coup de baguette magique (par une decision administrative)
to lobby …. Frenziedly : faire un lobbying désespéré, féroce
a council-tax hike : une augmentation d’impôts
WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE AND ORGANISATIONS?

Westminster : 

Brussels : 

NEG Micon : 

SEEDA : 

Harry Rees : 

Shirley Smart : 

Brian Bailey : 

IN WHICH PARAGRAPHS ARE THESE IDEAS MENTIONED?
1. The Isle of Wight used to be a famous, upper-class, fashionable place.
2. Its economy is not dynamic compared to other parts of Britain. 

3. There are many unemployed people there.
4. The Isle of Wight’s population is older than in the rest of Britain.
5. The island’s Treasury is losing more and more money.

6. Public services are disappearing from the island!

7. Business costs are higher on the island than in the rest of Britain.

8. Private investors are not much interested in the Isle of Wight. 

9. Europe can’t help the Isle of Wight. 

10. The British Parliament doesn’t do much to help the Isle of Wight.
11. Maybe the island’s authorities should take legal action.
Answer the question “why” for points 7, 8 and 9.

Why could “so that” be inserted between points 4 and 5? 
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