Tenants and landlords in the UK

A. EXPLAIN WHAT THE WORDS IN BOLD MEAN 
B. WATCH THE VIDEO AND FIND APPROPRIATE ENDINGS TO THE SENTENCES
	1. There are eight thousand homes lying empty across Liverpool,….
	1a) according to Liverpool City Council.
1b) according to the Trade Union Congress. 

	2. The amount of people struggling to find affordable housing….
	2a) continues to rise.
2b) keeps increasing. 

	3. According to a study from the National Housing Federation, over the next 20 years, more than 195,000 people…….


	3a) will be homeless in the Midlands.
3b) will have nowhere to live in the North West.

	4. The socialist party “Left Unity” held a conference this week…. 

	4a)  to address the current housing crisis.
4b) to tackle the current social homes crisis.

	5. “That has meant that there has beeen many empty social houses ; three, four bedroom empty social houses……..

	5a) which are either boarded up or standing there empty.  
5b) which are either unihabited or bricked up.

	6. The conference aims to discuss….
	6a) all the concerns that the housing crisis involve. 
6b) all the issues that affect the housing crisis.

	7. Left Unity is founded by famous director Ken Loach, who created the film “Kathy Come Home”  ……. 

	7a) which explains how destitute people lived in the 1960s.
7b) which is about homelessness in the 1960s.

	8. He has been campaigning….
	8a) to sort out the housing crisis for years.
8b) to reform the social housing programme for years.

	9. “The way we build houses now, and the way houses are sold, …..
	9a) shows that the market ignores people’s needs.
9b) illustrates that the market is about greed.

	10. “We represent something much better. We represent ……..
	10 a) the vision where people live better, and in security.
10b) the only way to build a solidary city. 

	11. Walking down the derelict streets if Liverpool, it’s clear that….
	11a) there is still a lot of work to be done.
11b) “Left Unity” has got its work cut out. 


Politicians aren’t going to solve the housing crisis, but people power will
Grassroots organisations are springing up to combat a woeful response by central government to the housing crisis
· Kennedy Walker is a campaigner and writer                                                Wednesday 15 November 2017  from THE GUARDIAN
a) The thinktank IPPR published a report on 10 November, revealing that 92% of councils in England are failing to deliver enough affordable housing. This isn’t surprising when we know that there are more than a quarter of a million homeless people in England and there has been a significant increase in rough sleeping for the sixth year running.
b) As a young person, I have slept on friends’ sofas and floors and even shared rooms, just to cling onto the life I was building in London. Sky-high rents, exploitative landlords and precarious tenancy agreements mean this was, and is, a common theme for me and my generation. That’s why people are taking the situation into their own hands. I organised with Take Back The City, a group of Londoners agitating for a transformation in how our democracy is run, to put power in the hands of communities. We believed that the answers to solve society’s biggest problems lay within communities most affected and we wanted to tackle the massive inequality that plagues the capital, from the cost of transport to the criminal justice system. In 2016, we ran in the London Assembly elections on a manifesto built through more than 70 workshops across London.
c) When it comes to housing, this is far from a pipe dream. People have taken power and their ideas are coming to fruition. One example is the St Ann’s Redevelopment Trust (« START »). A collective of workers and residents in Haringey, North London, Start members were provoked into getting organised when two-thirds of the St Ann’s hospitals site was sold for private property development, with 450 homes due to be built, only 14% of which promised to be “affordable”. In response Start developed a transparent housing development process that is led by and focuses on the voices and needs of the community.
d) The START community land trust aims to build 500 homes on the site. A fundamental part of its development plan is making the properties genuinely accessible and fairly priced. The organisation has managed to get the land classified as an asset of community value, which gives the trust a chance to eventually own the land. “Start” will then be able to put in safeguards to ensure the land won’t increase in price as house prices inflate. This is vital in a city where house and rental prices continue to shoot up.
e) The government believes affordable housing is 80% of the market rate, which is astonishingly unrealistic. Housing charity Shelter has shown that eight out of 10 families are unable to buy new homes in their local area. “Start” faces an uphill fight against private developers, but it is a great example of what a project led by communities can do.
f) As someone who has rented privately my whole adult life I have had to deal with absent landlords, unfit accommodation and extortionate rents. The private rental market is exploitative, with profit constantly put before people. The situation is made even more vivid in comparison with Scotland and Germany both of which have implemented rent controls.
g) Along with rent caps and regulations, there are now calls being made for a better balance of power between renters and landlords in England. London Renters Union is a new, member-led organisation made up of a number of housing activists and campaign groups. This exciting project has the potential to be the blueprint for how private renters can have collective power against unchecked landlords.
h) Each of these projects exemplifies what a people-powered response to the housing crisis looks like and what the government should be paying attention to. It’s not just London. The Greater Manchester Housing Action group is doing anti-displacement work in the face of the growing issue of gentrification and in Leeds there is Hands Off Our Homes, which campaigns against the bedroom tax and for more social housing, and Leeds Community Homes, which does similar work to Start.
i) Answers are readily available to make the lives of millions of people easier. But it seems that this government is committed to keeping its fingers in its ears. It’s time that these out-of-touch decision-makers realised that the response to the housing crisis must be people-powered.
VOC (words in bold, classified by paragraphs) 
a) a thinktank : a research organisation that puts forward solutions / councils : city authorities / affordable housing : houses that most people can pay for / rough sleeping : sleeping outdoors.
B) rents : regular payments to the landlords (=owners) / tenancy agreements : contracts between tenants and landlords / workshops : seminars or conferences 
C) this is far from a pipe dream : this can be done / private property development : building or settting up new property
D) a community land trust : a non-profit organisation that manages land for the benefit of a local community / fairly priced : equitable / to get the land classified as an asset of community value : to obtain an official “communnity value” label / rental prices  : the money paid by tenants / to shoot up : to soar.
E) 80% of the market rate : 80% of houses prices are affordable / to face an uphill fight : to fight a hard battle against 
F) to rent a property : to be a tenant (=leaseholder) / unfit accommodation = uninhabitable / extortionate rents : very unfair rents / to implement rent controls : to create a rent control system
G) rent caps : rent ceilings (=limitations) / a better balance of power : more power for leaseholders (=tenants), less power for landlords / unchecked landlords : uncontrolled freeholders (=owners).
H) a people-powered response : the organised reaction of common people / displacement : expropriation (forcing tenants to leave) / gentrification : poor neighborhoods which becme rich and fashionable / the bedroom tax : if you have an unoccupied room and you rent a flat in a Council property, your benefits can be reduced.
I) Answers are readily available = it’s easy to get answers / this government is committed to keeping its fingers in its ears = the government is systematically ignoring the problem / out-of-touch decision-makers : leaders who base their decisions on bureaucracy.
TEXT (work on these exercises and report to the group)
1. Identify passages in which the exploitation of tenants is mentioned.
2. Find eight organisations which try to improve the situation in the housing sector.  

Where do these organisations work? 

Who created them?

What is their mission? 

How do they function?
3. Everything is right and in text order – add details
According to an official study, many British people have trouble getting decent housing from their City Councils. 
Homelessness is a big issue in England. 
Tenants (=leaseholders) are often exploited by landlords (=freeholders) when they find a home. 
According to the person who wrote the article, it’s up to Londoners to solve the problem in their own city. 
This person is a grassroots politician or an activist. 
He blames London for its huge social gap. 
According to him, his political action is successful. 
In his opinion, the government has a wrong estimation of the number of Londoners who can pay for a house. 
His action is based on personal experience of the housing problem. 
He thinks London authorities should take example from other countries (including UK countries!) to improve the housing system. 
He also thinks that leaseholders should stick together and resist excessive freeholders. 
He blames the government’s attitude in the housing domain. 
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