Fruit tree revolution 





(from Manchester Evening News, 2009)


1. THOUSANDS of fruit trees and bushes are to be planted in Manchester - with an invitation to ‘Help Yourself’. Vegetable patches and beehives will also be set up as part of the £200,000 scheme. The council fears local children don’t know where fruit comes from. 

2. The plans involve: 

Putting fruit and nut trees or vegetable patches in each of the city’s 135 parks and woods 

Planting 20,000 strawberry, raspberry and soft fruit bushes around the city 

Setting up beehives in a dozen parks and allotments 

Planting free herbs such as mint and parsley in every city park 

3. City centre sites such as Sackville Gardens, St John’s Gardens and the Parsonage Gardens will be among the locations boasting new fruit trees. The plants will feature a sign which states the name of the plant and the correct time to pick it. 

4. Vegetable patches with potatoes, tomatoes, carrots and turnips will also be set up in parks - but because these are more labour-intensive than fruit plants, their produce will go to local volunteers who help look after them. The three-year plan will also aim to reintroduce endangered or rare fruits such as mulberries, damsons and greengages. Beehives are being set up in six hives and eight allotments throughout the city - with each site capable of producing up to 80lbs of honey a year. Park staff and volunteers will be trained how to safely handle the hives by the Manchester Beekeepers Association at Heaton Park. If the pilot is successful, hives will be set up in all parks and council bosses say they may eventually produce ‘Manchester Council’ honey and wax. 

5. Chaz Farghaly, the council’s parks and leisure boss, said the plan was for every Mancunian to be within walking distance of a fruit or veg patch. He said:

“Historically there have been very few fruit trees in our parks and we were amazed by the number of young people who told us they didn’t know where fruit and veg came from. We also want to save things that are dying out in this country such as damsons, greengages and walnuts.
“It became clear from people we spoke to at allotments and friends of parks groups that there is enough interest to not only re-introduce fruit and veg for educational reasons but for people to tend and actually eat. These are public areas and there is no reason why people shouldn’t be able to help themselves to the produce grown.” 

6. Initially, orchards and soft fruit canes will be planted in a dozen parks. Flowerbeds in several other undisclosed but ‘high profile’ locations will be transformed into vegetable patches. Park wardens will also run extra workshops in how to tend plants and harvest their fruit for schools and members of the public. Until three years ago, only one Manchester park had fruit trees. Orchards growing apples, pears and plums have recently been planted at Debdale Park in Gorton and Platt Fields Park - and others are soon to follow. 

VOC (dans l’ordre du texte)
1. servez-vous 

Legume(s) 

Champ, “carré” 

Ruche 

Installer 

Programme 

Craindre que 

Mairie (municipalité)

2. inclure, comprendre 

Chacun de 

Fraises

Framboises 

Fruits à baie 

Arbuste 

Terrain (attribué par la mairie) 

Menthe 

Persil 

Parc public

Gratuit

3. lieux, endroits 

Être accompagné d’un panneau 

Expliquer, indiquer 

Cueillir 


4. qui demande du travail 

Avoir pour but de 

(plante) menacée 

Mûres 

Quetsches 

Mirabelles 

Dans toute la ville 

Livres (unité de poids) 

miel 

Personnel, employés 

Etre formé, suivre une formation

S’occuper de 

Apiculteurs 

réussir, marcher

responsables municipaux

cire 


5. responsable des loisirs 

Habitant de Manchester 

Pouvoir accéder à pied 

Légume (abréviation) 

Très surpris 

Disparaître, être en voie de disparition

Noix

Jardiner, cultiver

Les produits qui ont été cultivés

6. des vergers

Tiges (de fruits à baie) 

Parterres de fleurs 

Tenu secret, non révélé 

Gardiens 

Faire fonctionner des ateliers

Supplémentaire 

Récolter

Poires

Prunes 

TEMPS ET FORMES VERBALES 

Expressions en gras du texte : 

	
	FORMES ACTIVES
	FORMES PASSIVES

	Situations à venir ou faisant partie d’un plan à exécuter 


	
	

	Situations ou évènements qui se produiront peut-être 


	
	

	Situations en évolution, en changement


	
	

	Simple fait (actuel) 


	
	

	Bilan d’une situation (« jusqu’à aujourd’hui »)


	
	

	Situation passée 


	
	


A. What are the targets of  Manchester City Council in this scheme? 
Choose the correct sentences (justify)  

Thanks to this new plan, …….

All the Mancunians will have access to free fruit and vegetables. 

Biodiversity will be boosted in the Manchester parks. 

Endangered plants will be more protected.

Mancunians will feel more involved about their own parks.

Mancunians will get state assistance if they produce honey and wax. 

Many exotic fruit trees will be planted in the Manchester parks.

New bus lines will be set up to help people go to Manchester’s parks. 

New varieties of plants will be created through genetic research. 

Park guards will teach Mancunians how to create flowerbeds. 

People will be able to know more about fruit and vegetables. 

The Manchester area will become a National Park. 

There will be more parks in Manchester. 

B. Read the next text and….. 

Add a target which is absent from the first text.   

Describe the journalist’s opinions about the scheme. 


Give your own opinion.
Nick your own apples?

· Paul MacInnes 
· theguardian.com, Friday 24 April 2009 12.00 BST 

a) Cynicism aside, Manchester council's plan to plant public fruit trees may be just the thing to rekindle trust in the local community. 

Here's some tips for those of you wanting to open your own park :

1) Do not put bushes near the entrance, people think that criminals might be hiding behind them.

2) Put seats around the edge of the park that look inwards so people can look out at each other, it increases security and a sense of communal space.

3) Do not stage amateur long-range crossbow championships, especially at the weekend.

b) The third tip is my own, and I think it's a decent one. The other two I got from Chaz Farghaly, head of parks for Manchester city council and the man responsible this week for launching a £200,000 plan to plant orchards, berry bushes and herb gardens in all the city's parks. Not just plant them, but encourage people to pick and eat from them too.

c) If I am to be perfectly honest, my first response to reading this news was a cynical one. I had visions of a member of the Gallagher clan shoving a gooseberry bush down his jogging pants and opening an impromptu fruit stall in the pool room of the Dog and Quack pub. That I could be troubled by such images is testament to media prejudices, but also to a natural dilemma when it comes to an idea like this: is it really a good idea to trust? 
d) Chaz claims not to be rushing into this blindly, as you would expect from a public servant spending a large amount of taxpayers' money. This scheme arrives after 10 years of Manc parks investment, and a marked improvement in both their condition and the number of people using them.

e) "I know places where you wouldn't expect a tree to survive for two weeks, which now have very few examples of vandalism. You improve the state of the park, you get more people into it. You get more people in, they start to police it themselves. Fifty-five of our parks now have their own friends groups. It's funny, but when the parks never had any bins, we didn't get any complaints about rubbish. Now that they do, somebody always complains if they're not being emptied regularly."

I like the idea of a virtuous civic circle that's driven by busybodies and contains an intrinsic element of whinging. It's very British. But this won't apply to all the parks in the scheme. Chaz admits that some will rely on simple education (labelling of the plants with signs that might say something like "don't take more than your fair share and if you do, feel guilty") and even more on pure trust. Whatever that means.

f) There is a bloke (I say a bloke, I mean an academic with a doctorate in economics) who is compiling a database of “trust”, all the studies of it and its many definitions (currently he's up to 23). This shows how difficult it is to define trust, what the expectations are among those who offer it and the forces that drive people to reciprocate it.

Simply put, it's beyond my ken to know whether this will actually work. It does seem though that kindling trust among local communities might not be a bad idea for Britain. Perhaps fruit will prove an effective means to this end. If not, you can always fall back on social reconditioning by Tazer.

VOC 

To nick : « piquer »

a) Cynicism aside : sans vouloir être cynique 

Manchester (City) Council : la Mairie de Manchester 

To (re)kindle trust : rétablir/stimuler la confiance 

Tips : des conseils 

bushes : buissons 

entrance : entrée 

seats : sieges 

the edge : la bordure 

to look inward : être tourné vers l’intérieur

to increase : accroître

to stage a championship : organiser une competition 

long-range : à longue portée 

crossbow : arbalète

b) the head (of parks) : le directeur des parcs publics 

to launch (a plan) : lancer un plan 

orchards : des vergers 

berry bushes : des arbustes fruitiers

c) a response (to …) : une reaction 

the Gallagher clan : clan irlandais ayant célébré la reunion de ses membres en 2005 (après 400 ans de dispersion) 

to shove…. Down : fourrer … dans 

a gooseberry bush : un groseiller

a stall : un étalage

the pool room : la salle de billard 

 media prejudices : préjugés typiques des medias 

d) to rush into ….. blindly : se précipiter aveuglément dans 

a public servant : un fonctionnaire 

scheme : plan 

Manc : Manchester

Investment : investissement

Improvement : amélioration 

e) To improve : améliorer 

To police : faire régner l’ordre 

Bins : poubelles 

Rubbish : déchets 

Busybodies : enquiquineurs 

Whinging : jeremiades, plaintes exagérées

To rely on : reposer sur 

To label : étiqueter 

Your fair share : votre (juste) part  

f) A bloke : un type 

An academic : un chercheur (ou un thésard)

Expectations : attentes

To offer : proposer

To reciprocate : renvoyer l’ascenseur 

it's beyond my ken : ce n’est pas de ma competence 

to know whether : savoir si ….

though : malgré tout 

effective : efficace

a means to this end : un moyen d’arriver à ce but

to fall back on : se contenter de, revenir à 

social reconditioning : conditionnement social, “lavage de cerveau” 

tazer : pistolet (électrique) Tazer
Which words are confined to the context of this document? 
Which words could reappear in other contexts? 



1/4

