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A Dual Court System:  State vs. Federal
	State Courts
	Federal Courts

	General Jurisdiction
State courts are courts of "general jurisdiction". They hear all the cases not specifically selected for federal courts. Just as the federal courts interpret federal laws, state courts interpret state laws. Each state gets to make and interpret its own laws. This helps the states retain power, and makes sure that the national government does not become too strong.

	Limited Jurisdiction
As the framers wrote the Constitution, some feared that the federal courts might threaten the independence of the states and the people. To combat this fear the framers set up a federal court system that can only hear cases in special circumstances. We call this having“ limited jurisdiction.” Since the federal courts can only hear certain kinds of cases, most of the day-to-day cases that courts deal with happen in state courts. 
Basically, federal courts hear only 2 types of cases; those that raise a "federal question" and those involving “diversity of citizenship".


	Types of Cases
About 90% of all the cases heard in the American court system happen at the state level. Examples include: 
- A crime that is a violation of state law. Most criminal activity falls in this category, such as robbery, assault, murder, and many drug-related crimes.
- A controversy arising out of the state constitution or other state laws.
- A case in which the state is a party, such as state tax violations.
- Most real estate cases, malpractice, personal injury cases, and contract disputes.
- All family, divorce, custody, inheritance and probate cases.
- Most traffic and juvenile cases.

	Federal Question Cases
These cases involve the U.S. Government, the U.S. Constitution or other federal laws. Examples include: 
- A crime that is a violation of federal law, such as bank robbery, drug cases, guns, or kidnapping.

- Civil cases based on federal laws, such as laws prohibiting employment discrimination, or laws regulating securities trading or competition (anti-trust).

- Cases involving interstate commerce or interstate criminal activity.

- A controversy arising out of the U.S. Constitution or other federal laws, such as a violation of a protection guaranteed by the Bill of Rights.

- A case in which the United States is a party, such as Social Security claims or federal tax violations.

- A controversy between two states.

- A case involving foreign governments such as international trade or foreign treaties.

- All bankruptcy, patent, copyright, Native American, and maritime cases.


	· More About State Courts
State court systems vary from state to state, and each is a little different. 
Generally the state and federal systems do not overlap, but there are rare cases when a case might be appealed from the State Supreme court to the United States Supreme Court. These cases usually involve the U.S. Constitution, and often deal with issue of civil liberties or civil rights. 
States are allowed to make their own laws, so long as they do not violate the Constitution of the United States. This allows the states to make the laws that are important to their region and populace. Because all the states have their own state constitutions and legal codes, the states must have courts to interpret their laws, just as the national government must have courts to interpret federal law and the U.S. Constitution.

	· Diversity of Citizenship Cases
These cases involve disputes between two parties not from the same state or country. Examples include: 
· Between citizens of two different states.
· Between a U.S. citizen and a citizen of another country.
· NOTE: The case must involve a claim for at least $75,000 in damages – if not then it must be filed in state court instead.






















