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WORDBANK			

a. Find correct equivalents for these words and phrases

	bugs (=insects) that were still alive
	A panel of three British lawyers who judge pett crime (= small criminal cases)
A formal accusation in court
Food hygiene inspectors 
to hide information in order to evade responsibility
concerns
A law (voted at Westminster) 
A mass purchase 
King prawns 
Live cockroaches 
To be condemned to pay an amount (as a punishment)
To (voluntarily) forget something 
Outrage
To purchase everything
proof(s)
legal costs (the cost of the legal procedure)
Corner shops in which newspapers are sold
To not take something into account
The customer of a restaurant 
To wipe the shelves clean
Shock
A count 

 


	big, grey shrimp
	

	a stir
	

	A Magistrates’ Court 
	

	To be fined 
	

	Proofs
	

	agents specialised in controlling restaurant kitchens
	

	A diner 
	

	To ignore 
	

	To conceal
	A charge 


Evidence 
	

	businesses, enterprises
	

	Fees 
	

	Newsagents 

	

	To buy up 
	

	A buy up
	

	An Act (of Parliament)
	



[bookmark: _msrr2t52tc7j]
[bookmark: _tt9dcfm1ojyt]
[bookmark: _v7xvzkcvkov0]B. THE BASIC FACTS IN THE STORY
[bookmark: _8r2fbv67iin9]
[bookmark: _hzxkfnlck5n]When news emerged that (something)..........  had been found in a plate of (seafood)………… at the “Sea Palace” Chinese restaurant, it caused (a strong reaction) ……….. . 
[bookmark: _c83uuyvs5k43]
[bookmark: _ou9ngoizah5b]Flax Bourton’s (judicial institution) ………………. heard how (a customer) ..........  had found (insects).......... her dish of (seafood).................. while (an insect) ………….  "was seen to fall from the ceiling and nearly land in a customer's food". 
[bookmark: _flrznvtc8vd7]
[bookmark: _o8x5p11p72n7]Other (bugs) ……………….  were found in the dining room and ladies' toilets. 
[bookmark: _nlh4e1fnuyoe]
[bookmark: _mat4t3wl32c5]Cam Mu, 33, and Kiem Mu, 31, admitted (accusations) ……………..  of (not following) ..................  hygiene regulations under the Food and Safety (law) …………., and (had to pay £10,000 each) …………… and were ordered ordered to pay £3,333 (costs) ………….. .  






GROUP A. THE MUS’ RESPONSE TO THE MAGISTRATES’ COURT’S VERDICT 

1. EXPLAIN WHAT THESE WORDS MEAN IN ENGLISH
TO PUBLISH A STATEMENT : 
TO READRESS THE MANAGEMENT : 
THE HEAD CHEF (OF THE RESTAURANT):
A FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT : 
TO TAKE EVERY STEP POSSIBLE :
DISMISSAL (/TO DISMISS AN EMPLOYEE):  
 
2. DEVELOP THESE POINTS IN A SHORT PARAGRAPH 
What business moves (=decisions) did the Mus make after the verdict? 
Why did they make these moves? 
What arguments did their solicitor use to defend them? 
Do you find these arguments convincing? Explain why. 
 
[bookmark: _hzxkfnlck5n]When news emerged that a live cockroach had been found in a plate of king prawns at the “Sea Palace” Chinese restaurant, it caused something of a stir. Flax Bourton’s Magistrates’ Court heard how a diner had found a cockroach in her dish of king prawns while another cockroach "was seen to fall from the ceiling and nearly land in a customer's food". Other live cockroaches were found in the dining room and ladies' toilets. Cam Mu, 33, and Kiem Mu, 31, admitted eight charges of failing to comply with hygiene regulations under the Food and Safety Act, and were each fined £10,000 and ordered to pay £3,333 costs.
[bookmark: _1xuy1uut4h5c]
In a statement, the Mus said: "We have been greatly embarrassed by recent events and wholeheartedly admit that problems were found at Sea Palace ; since then, we have spent considerable time and money rectifying the problem and readressing the management. We would like to apologise and assure you that we have taken every step possible to rectify the situation. This includes the instant dismissal of all staff involved, including the head chef and the manager.”
“We have also employed an ex-food and hygiene consultant to work with us in all of our businesses. The case has caused us a great deal of distress, as this is our flagship restaurant which has been operating for over 17 years. This is the first issue we have had in all that time. We would like to apologise to all our customers and those concerned over this lapse in standards, but you can be assured that this is probably now the cleanest kitchen with the highest standards in Weston-super-Mare, and will continue to remain so."
Sally Andrews, prosecuting for North Somerset Council, said food safety officers found evidence of cockroach infestation, badly stored food, food at risk of contamination and dirty refrigerators. 
The Mu’s solicitor Susan Cavender said: "They are proud people and extremely proud of this restaurant. In the last year or so, they have expanded and concentrated on other concerns, leaving the Sea Palace in the hands of people they felt they could trust. Both Mu brothers appreciate this is their restaurant and plead guilty." 
The Evening Standard newspaper told of the brothers' appearance before Flax Bourton Magistrates’ Court. But very few local people got to read about the shame of the Sea Palace restaurant in Weston-super-Mare. A regular reader said: “The story of the Mu brothers was said to be on the front page, but nobody got to see it as every copy was mysteriously purchased.”
In separate investigations, officers from the UK Border Agency visited the Mu’s “Sea Palace” restaurant after a tip-off about people who worked there. Four illegal immigrants were deported after they were arrested. The Mu’s licence for their “Sands” nightclub was also tightened in 2008 because children were being allowed alcohol.  


[bookmark: _fyjnrr153evh]GROUP B. THE MU BROTHERS AND THE LOCAL PRESS  

1. EXPLAIN WHAT THESE WORDS MEAN IN ENGLISH 
A BUNDLE (OF NEWSPAPER COPIES) : 
TO SNAP UP PAPERS : 
TO CLEAR OUR NAME : 
TO SELL OUT : 
A TIP-OFF : 
THE STAFF : 

2. DEVELOP THESE POINTS IN A SHORT PARAGRAPH 
Were local people informed about the Sea Palace scandal? 
What happened in the newsagents around Weston Super Mare? 
Who could be responsible for this, and why? 
What does it reveal about the Mus’ personality and professional behaviour?  

[bookmark: _hzxkfnlck5n]When news emerged that a live cockroach had been found in a plate of king prawns at the “Sea Palace” Chinese restaurant, it caused something of a stir. Flax Bourton’s Magistrates’ Court heard how a diner had found a cockroach in her dish of king prawns while another cockroach "was seen to fall from the ceiling and nearly land in a customer's food". Other live cockroaches were found in the dining room and ladies' toilets. Cam Mu, 33, and Kiem Mu, 31, admitted eight charges of failing to comply with hygiene regulations under the Food and Safety Act, and were each fined £10,000 and ordered to pay £3,333 costs.
[bookmark: _75r5a8hy3b5x]  
Very few local people got to read about the shame of the Sea Palace restaurant in Weston-super-Mare. A regular reader of the Evening Standard, the local newspaper, said: “The story of the Mu brothers was said to be on the front page, but nobody got to see it as every copy was mysteriously purchased.” 
With 1,400 copies worth £490 out on the streets in the North Somerset area, the buy-up was no mean feat. Newsagents in a 40-mile radius of Weston super Mare, Somerset, were visited by two men who started snapping up the paper. The buy-up continued in Highbridge - 26 miles south of Weston . 
Manager Ray Monell said : "Two young men bought the whole bundle in one go. I'd seen the cover story earlier that morning and I thought perhaps they were trying to keep the restaurant's name out of the papers." 

The Mus denied having anything to do with the mass buy-up of the papers. "Don't be silly, why on Earth would I do that?" said Cam Mu. "I've not bought any newspapers, neither has my brother - that's the funniest thing I've ever heard. "I've issued an apology in court, so I don't feel I need to do anything else to clear our name." 
All 1,400 North Somerset editions - around two per cent of the paper's daily sale of 59,000 copies - sold out in two hours and the publisher had to send out extra copies.

The “Sea Palace” has since closed down. In other investigations, officers from the UK Border Agency visited the restaurant and checked the staff’s ID after a tip-off about people who worked there. Four illegal immigrants were deported after they were arrested. 
[bookmark: _n0fhsah4wxjp]North Somerset Council tightened the licences for the Mu’s “Dragons Kiss” bar in 2006 after fire exits were blocked. Their licence for the “Sands” nightclub was also tightened in 2008 because children were being allowed alcohol. The brothers had been fined in 2004 for allowing too many people into Sands, and again in 2005 for food hygiene matters after a customer at the Sea Palace in St James Street found a cockroach in her king prawns.





[bookmark: _4fqq7oo7oz1k]GROUP C. THE MU BROTHERS’ BUSINESS EMPIRE
In 2004, news emerged that a live cockroach had been found in a plate of king prawns at the “Sea Palace” restaurant. Flax Bourton’s Magistrates’ Court heard how a diner had found a cockroach in her dish of king prawns while another cockroach "was seen to fall from the ceiling and nearly land in a customer's food". Other live cockroaches were found in the dining room and ladies' toilets. Cam Mu, 33, and Kiem Mu, 31, admitted eight charges of failing to comply with hygiene regulations under the Food and Safety Act, and were each fined £10,000 and ordered to pay £3,333 costs.  
[bookmark: _e0xbxqstscx9]

1. EXPLAIN WHAT THESE WORDS MEAN IN ENGLISH 

TO TIGHTEN A LICENCE : 
LICENSING BREACHES : 
A VENUE : 
SHAMBOLIC : 
TO KEEP A LOGBOOK OF ACTIVITIES : 
TO IMPEDE ANY ATTEMPT TO EXIT : 

2. DEVELOP THESE POINTS IN A SHORT PARAGRAPH
Describe the Mu’s business empire. 
Explain how they managed this business empire.
Describe the problems they faced.
What sort of managers are they?  

Officers from the UK Border Agency visited the Mu’s “Sea Palace” restaurant after a tip-off about people who worked there. Four illegal immigrants were deported after they were arrested. North Somerset Council had tightened the licences for the Mu’s “Dragons Kiss” bar in 2006 after fire exits were blocked. Their licence for their “Sands” nightclub had also been tightened in 2008 because children were being allowed alcohol. 

Cam Mu admitted a series of licensing breaches at the “Mu Mu”’s bar when he appeared at Bristol Magistrates' Court. This venue closed down after running up debts of £1.2 million. The court heard police and council officers visited Mu-Mu's on December 8, 13 and January 11 and found a series of licensing violations. Among them were door staff failing to have proper identification, failing to keep a log book of their activities and allowing smokers to leave the premises with glasses and bottles.
The last fire risk assessment had been carried out a year earlier and when council officers checked the fire exits on the last two occasions they found them blocked with concrete, cardboard, debris or gas canisters. A metal bracket had been placed on the first-floor fire doors which made them useless. 
Kate Burnham, prosecuting, said: "The state of the bar was shambolic and would have severely impeded any attempt to exit. Public safety was compromised."

Chairman of the bench Neville Gibson said: "These were serious offences where you had not only delegated responsibility but abdicated it."
Christopher Carter, defending, said his client was stressed due to another court case against his brother. The lawyer also claimed the offences were "unique" – but since 2004 Mu and his brother Kiem have been brought to court several times to face charges relating to their premises in Weston.
Of a potential maximum fine of £80,000, he was only ordered to pay £2,515 after his solicitor argued the bar debts had made him unable to pay off anything larger. 





VOC 

GROUP A. THE MUS’ RESPONSE TO THE MAGISTRATES’ COURT’S VERDICT 

[bookmark: _1xuy1uut4h5c]
wholeheartedly : completely, sincerely 
staff : employees
the first issue : the first problem 
to apologise to: to say sorry 
a  lapse in standards : a period in which service quality or hygiene levels fall 
The story of the Mu brothers was said to be in the paper : people said it was in the paper 
nobody got to see it : nobody managed to see it
Investigations  : inquiries 
a tip-off : information provided by an informant or an anonymous source
the UK Border Agency : officials in charge of immigration issues 
[bookmark: _n0fhsah4wxjp]to tighten the licences : to restrict the authorisations 
children were being allowed alcohol : the staff let children consume alcohol

[bookmark: _fyjnrr153evh]GROUP B. THE MU BROTHERS AND THE LOCAL PRESS  
[bookmark: _75r5a8hy3b5x]  
The story of the Mu brothers was said to be in the paper : people said it was in the paper 
 nobody got to see it : nobody managed to see it
 the buy-up was no mean feat : it was an exploit
to snap up the paper : to buy as many copies of the paper as possible 
to issue an apology  : to say sorry 
to check the ID : to verify the identity 
[bookmark: _n0fhsah4wxjp]To tighten the licences : to restrict the authorisations 
children were being allowed alcohol : the staff let children consume alcohol

[bookmark: _4fqq7oo7oz1k]GROUP C. THE MU BROTHERS’ BUSINESS EMPIRE
the UK Border Agency : officials in charge of immigration issues 
children were being allowed alcohol : the staff let children consume alcohol
to allowing : to let, to authorise someone to 
A fire risk assessment : an official check of the bar’s fire security systems 
council officers : local officials (or city agents) 
concrete : artificial stone, made of cement and sand
cardboard a soft material made of paper and glue, used to make cartons and packages 
gas canisters : metal bottles filled with pressurised
A metal bracket : a metal bar 
Chairman of the bench Neville Gibson : the president of Flax Bourton’s Magistrates’ Court 
to abdicate responsibility : to abandon it, to behave irresponsibly 
Christopher Carter, defending, : the Mus were defended by Chtistopher Carter 
to face charges : to answer accusations (in court) 
The Mus’ premises in Weston : their establishments 
to pay off a fine : to disburse it so that the case is closed  
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