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Tech-Savvy Sweden Leads Global Push To Ban Screens In Classrooms
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Sweden recently announced that the country's schools will remove digital technology from classrooms because of poor student performance. Some ask how useful is digital learning. But it also poses the question: is «digital de-escalation» even possible?
Sweden is suddenly putting the brakes on the progressive digitalization of education. Without going into details, Sweden’s Minister of Education, Lotta Edholm, announced last spring that the government was alarmed at Sweden’s poor results in the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS), which found that over the past five years, Swedish children’s reading comprehension had dropped from high to intermediate — not a catastrophic result, but worrying compared to their usual standards.
Conducted by the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA), the PIRLS evaluates the reading comprehension of 9- to 10 year-olds. Meanwhile, the OECD’s similar PISA test measures not only reading comprehension but also basic science and mathematics skills. 
Since 2013, Sweden and its Nordic neighbors have registered increasingly worse results in the PISA, when at the beginning of the century they were considered the European benchmark. Indeed, in 2020, the Swedish daily Expresseneven uncovered a fraud scandal: the education authorities had tried to falsify the Swedish results for 2018.
Swedish education at stake
Experts say that it is still too early to judge the potential effects of this Swedish reform— firstly, because the specific details of this «digital de-escalation» are unknown. Isabel Dans, professor at the University of Santiago de Compostela and researcher in Didactics and Digital Education, explains that «there is a growing trend in pedagogy when it comes to the need for handwriting and traditional reading». In Spanish schools, there is a demand for a return to paper. Children say: “Teacher, it’s better to study with paper.” This is a little-discussed reality, because it seems like it is backtracking on the large investment in digital tools made in recent years».
Dans is wary of the Swedish announcement and doubts that the Minister of Education’s declarations will translate into a radical position. «We are in an in-between moment; it is not an all-or-nothing. This means admitting that despite the trust placed in digitalization, many educational problems have not improved – but that doesn’t mean we can eliminate all technology from the classroom».
Completely eliminating screens «would also have its problems», says Dans. «We need to teach people how to use screens, invest in ethics and digital safety, because technology is everywhere, and what is not taught in school will be learned outside. I am not in favor of removing technology from schools, but we must take into account that it may not be useful for learning traditional writing and reading», Dans says.
What about other countries?
Sweden is not the only nation to be implementing technology bans in classrooms. In the Netherlands, plans to ban all mobile phones from schools are set to be put into place by January 1. According to Dutch news outlet NL Times, sources close to the cabinet confirmed that schools will have until October 1st to arrange and figure out how to do the restriction on their own. If this is not sufficient, national rules may have to be put into place to restrict the use of mobile phones in schools.
New Zealand is also considering banning mobile phones in their schools, however, according to a UNESCO report published on The Conversation, there are reports that many New Zealand parents and teachers have concerns about children’ mobile phone use both in the classroom and at home.
They believe that technology may not be the only issue, and that children should rather learn how to use technology in moderation than to have a complete ban in schools. «We should be putting faith in our students», some say, as technology use is inevitable in this day and age.



I. Compréhension Globale 
Pas de questionnaire sur ce texte, à vous de vous poser les bonnes questions pour repérer et comprendre les éléments essentiels. (Rappel : les incontournables sont : Qui ? / Où ? / Quand ? / Quoi ? / Pourquoi ? / Comment ? / Conséquences ? / autres éléments compris…) 






II. Vocabulaire 
Constituez-vous votre propre liste de vocabulaire, en fonction de ce qui vous parait utile à retenir. 








III. Résumé
A ce stade, vous devez être capable de résumer les grandes lignes du texte, en anglais, sans l’avoir sous les yeux. 







IV. Points de langue 

Soulignez vous-même les points de langue travaillés pendant le semestre, et assurez-vous que vous êtes capables de les traduire. 
(Rappel des points de langue potentiellement présents dans ce texte : les groupes nominaux, la nature des mots, les faux-amis, les mots composés, les mots « for » / « since » / « as » / les modaux, les prépositions, la compréhension des informations chiffrées, le passif…  ) 

