Class 8—Le passif

Introduction : Traduire la phrase suivante : 

30 people were feared dead after the earthquake 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

I. PETIT RAPPEL 

a) Observez ces deux phrases : 
Forme active : 						Forme passive : 
Someone has stolen my car!					My car has been stolen!

A la forme passive, le complément d'objet direct (C.O.D.) de la première phrase (my car) devient le sujet du verbe de la deuxième phrase, verbe qui est dans ce cas conjugué à la forme passive. 

b) Comment reconnaître un passif? 
	Une forme verbale passive est toujours constituée de l'auxiliaire BE, conjugué à n'importe quel temps suivi d'un verbe au participe passé. L'exemple précédent peut être décliné à tous les temps, il n'en reste pas moins au passif, puisque c'est toujours l'auxiliaire BE qui précède le participe passé. 
Exemples : 

Preterit			My car WAS stolen. 			Ma voiture _________________________________
Futur 			My car will BE stolen			Ma voiture _________________________________
Conditionnel présent : 	My car would BE stolen 		Ma voiture _________________________________
Avec modal :		My car can't have BEEN stolen! 	Ma voiture _________________________________
Etc. 

Remarque : le temps du groupe verbal est le temps auquel est conjugué l'auxiliaire BE. 

II. CAS OU LE PASSIF PEUT POSER DES PROBLÈMES DE COMPREHENSION

La compréhension et la traduction des exemples cités précédemment ne pose guère de problèmes dans la mesure où une correspondance similaire existe en français entre la forme active et la forme passive. Mais ce n'est pas toujours le cas. 

Dans les trois exemples suivants, il s'agit bien de formes verbales passives puisque dans les deux cas, l'auxiliaire BE précède un participe passé.

Traduisez les phrases suivantes : 

	I WILL BE given the keys. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

The company IS said to have lost a lot of money last year. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________


Her husband HAD BEEN promised a "governement job" in a Latin American country.. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________


Attention donc à ne pas confondre des énoncés tels que : 

	I HAVE offered a book : _____________________________________________________
et 
	I WAS offered a book : ________________________________________________________

	Les verbes les plus fréquemment employés ainsi sont : 
-to say					-to think					-to believe
-to tell 					-to know					-to expect (s’attendre à)	
-to report 				-to give						etc


EXERCICE  1 : 

Traduisez les segments en gras dans les phrases suivantes : 

1) The president is expected to take administrative steps to protect as many as 5 million people. 

2) The Sombrero Galaxy is thought to house a black hole, a gravitational field Davies says could lead to the future, but not the past.”

3) After a national referendum, New Zealanders have voted to keep their national flag. Residents of New Zealand were asked to vote on whether to continue with their current flag, which features the British Union Jack, or to change the design completely.

4) The Western Swamp Tortoise is Australia’s most endangered reptile. These tortoises were feared extinct for more than 100 years, but were rediscovered in 1953. They are Australia’s smallest tortoise (10-15cm) and inhabit ephemeral swamps.

EXERCICE 2 : 

Dans les extraits suivants, retrouvez les formes verbales au passif avec leur sujet (il peut y en avoir plusieurs dans chaque passage) et, dans chaque cas, traduisez le groupe sujet-verbe.

1) In this psychological experiment, both sets of students were given photos of people expressing emotions—sadness, anger, joy, anxiety and so on, before the camp and after the camp. Both sets of students were also shown videos of people interacting and displaying emotions.



2) We are told that increasing levels of CO2 will increase temperature, yet the key scientist in the climategate scandal says there’s been “no statistically significant warming” in the past 15 years—all while CO2 levels have increased. We’ve been told that there is an “indisputable consensus” that human-caused global warming is happening and pushing the planet to disaster. 


3) Your kitchen sponge is said to be 200,000 times dirtier than a toilet seat, and, given you use it to "clean" surfaces after eating, it's little wonder the kitchen countertop is regarded as one of the filthiest places in your home. 


4) Ghostly folklore has always played a role in British history. Buildings ranging from Hampton Court to the Bank of England are believed to be haunted. 



5) In one recent study, researchers asked people a series of trivia questions. Half the group was allowed to use Google, the other half was not. Then, in the second half of the study, all participants were given a new round of easier questions and told they could choose whether or not to use Google to answer them

EXERCICE 3 : 

Même exercice avec ce début de texte : retrouvez les formes verbales au passif avec leur sujet et, dans chaque cas, traduisez le groupe sujet-verbe.

Most students take a laptop with them to lectures. But are there times when they might be better off taking a pad and pen? 
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These days many people can type faster than they can write by hand, particularly if they’ve grown up using laptops. This is a hugely useful skill of course and allows you to take copious notes, quickly and easily, which must surely be a good thing, right?
Maybe not. In an experiment, run by Pam Mueller at Princeton University published in 2014,  students were given Ted talks to watch and were told to take notes.
Half were given laptops and half took notes with a pen and paper. You might expect little difference in the notes, since students are so used to using a keyboard these days. In fact, there was. The students using a keyboard were more likely to type the lecturers’ words verbatim, while the students writing more slowly by hand had no choice but to engage with the information in order to allow them to summarise. Afterwards the students were given some tricky intelligence tests to distract them, and were then quizzed on the content of the lecture.
When it came to remembering facts, it didn’t matter which method of note-taking they used, but when asked to explain the concepts covered in the lecture, the students who took notes by hand did better.
Verbatim note-taking involves a shallower form of cognitive processing. You can even do it without thinking about the content at all should you choose to. But when using a pen and paper you process the information more deeply because you can’t possibly write it all down. The other advantage of using a pen and paper is that you can move around the page very quickly, circling, underlining or adding extra information in the margins.  

